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Dear GCPC Members:
 
You may want to read through this devotional and 
prayer booklet, and then pray as you are led for 
our spiritual journey.
 
Commit to praying and seeking God’s will for 
GCPC.  We hope that you will ask, “God, what will 
be my part in this journey of faith?”
 
“How can I participate in your vision for my life and 
for your church?”
 
We are watching and waiting expectantly to see 
how the Spirit will guide us.
 
To God be the glory!

Read: Exodus 33: 7-8

When the people began their journey out of Egypt, through the 
wilderness, to the promised land, they did not yet know God.  God 
told Moses to set up a “tent of meeting”, where the people could 
come to meet and be with God.  Eventually the tent was placed in 
the middle of the camp.  The Presence of God now resides in the 
midst of the people. The Presence of God becomes the center of 
their lives.  God makes God’s Self available to anyone who would 
come to God.

God, what do you want to do through me?

Read Exodus 25:1-8

God desires the Tabernacle, the tent of meeting, to be a sanctuary 
for the people, the place where God dwells, where anyone can 
meet with God.  God instructs Moses to receive an offering that will 
be used to enhance the beauty of Tabernacle fitting for God’s glory.  
The offering is to come from the people, all those whose hearts 
lead them to give to the glory of God from the best that they have to 
offer.

God, what do you want to do through me?

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-3, 6 ff

David glories in being the king. He wants to build a temple/house 
for God.  It would be his crowning achievement, a monument to 
David’s power and pride.  God did not permit it.  Instead, God 
builds a “house”/dynasty for David’s family, ruling over the people.  
Even David could not do that.  The Psalmist reminds us that 
“unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.”  
What we are doing at Grace Covenant takes a humble heart and a 
commitment to give to God.

God, what do you want to do through me?
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Read Exodus 13:1-8

Imagine being in a wilderness for the first time, a wilderness of the 
body and soul. Being there is difficult and demanding. In unfamiliar 
territory, the days are filled with challenges, the night full of 
unfamiliar sounds and threats, and eventually we run out of those 
essential things needed to sustain life. Perhaps you have been 
there.  Many have. Even In the wilderness of our need, God 
provides for us, just enough to make it through the day, until we are 
led out of our wilderness, not by our own strength and power, but 
by God’s grace and mercy.  “O give thanks to the Lord, for God is 
good.”

God, what do you want to do through me?

Read Psalm 90:1-2, 17

These words point us beyond ourselves to identify with the Being of 
God and the well-being of others. Going beyond our self-interest is 
moving through the gateway to peace and to adventure in 
companionship with God.  We can say with Martin Luther King, “I 
have been to the mountaintop; I have seen the Promised Land.” 
Martin Luther was once asked. If the world was to end today, what 
would you do?”  He responded, “ I would plant a tree.”  All of us are 
creating the future by our actions today.

God, what do you want to do through me?

 

Read Luke 2:39-55

Mother Mary carries the son of God in her womb.  She is the 
“mother of God” though she does not know what that will mean.  In 
time, her child will turn the world upside down.  When we say “Yes” 
to God’s ways, the world begins to be transformed in ways we 
cannot vision or understand.  Yet, it happens.  As we say “Yes” to 
God, and then act on our intention, we become participants and 
agents in God’s adventure, God’s project of transforming the world.

God, what do you want to do through me?

Read Matthew 6:19-20

I have read these words wrong (misread these words) for most of 
my life.  I read, “Where your heart is, there will be your treasure.”  I 
thought that my heart would make the decisions as to where I 
would give my money in church and to charity. I was in control of 
my dollars and I would say where they would go.  I noticed that the 
dollars did not go very far.  Some years ago I found out that I had 
gotten it all backward – the Bible verse and my giving.  It is that the 
money comes first, then my heart would follow to where my money 
is.  I discovered that I had a cardiac problem.  My heart was not big 
enough.  In giving to various causes because there was a need, I 
found out that my heart expanded, grew more compassionate.  I 
became personally involved in the need beyond just giving my 
money.  My life changed.  My world grew larger.

God, what do you want to do through me?
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Read John 12:1-8

Jesus and the Boys were having a covered dish dinner in Bethany 
at Lazarus’ place. Unobserved, Mary crept up close to Jesus.  She 
opened her expensive jar of perfume that she was saving for a 
special event, and began to wash Jesus’ feet, keeping nothing 
back.   Soon the fragrance of the perfume filled the house.  
Conversation stopped.  Judas complained.  Jesus spoke of Mary’s 
love.   Then it was that I understood that God is a spend-thrift, does 
not balance the books, keeping nothing back.   God gives of God’s 
Self completely.

God, what do you want to do through me?
 

Read Romans 12:3-5
 
When Paul talks about the church, he uses the image of a human 
body, something that we can all understand. He says that Christ is 
the Head of the Church and the congregation is the Body of Christ. 
As the Head of the church, Christ directs the movements of those 
who follow him.  The church is the Body of Christ, and each one of 
us, individually, are members of the Body.  I long ago found out that 
when my back aches, that my whole body suffers.  When I have 
pneumonia, I feel it all over my body.  In a similar way, when a 
person is missing from church, then the Body of Christ just doesn’t 
work as well as when all of us are worshiping and serving together.

God, what do you want to do through me?

Read Malachi 3:10

Tithing is such a scary thing; we think we need all the money we 
have, and can’t possibly share any more. But tithing gives us an 
opportunity to trust God, as well as to 
say “thank you”. We don’t give to get more money, more stuff; what 
we receive is a spiritual blessing. We have the privilege of sharing 
resources to participate in furthering 
God’s work in the world, by improving our facility to make the most 
of the building, and by serving others through making our facility 
available to the community, by hands-on work, and with giving to 
missions here and abroad.

Generous God, help me to be generous to you, to your church, and 
to your world. Amen.

Read 1 Peter 2:5

Have you ever built a house? Even if you haven’t, you know it takes 
a tremendous amount of work and resources – plans, permits, 
money, materials, labor, connection to electricity and water, access 
to paved roads.

Did you realize that God’s work in us is to build us into spiritual 
houses? We are meant to be the holy priesthood, the temple not 
made with hands but with God’s love. In Biblical days, it was 
traditional for priests in the temple to offer sacrifices that would be 
acceptable to God. Today, our sacrifices are different. In becoming 
a spiritual house, we sacrifice our will to God’s. 

Make me, O God, into a spiritual house for you, so that your will 
becomes mine, your heart fills mine. Amen.
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Read Joshua 24:15

Whom do I serve? 
I serve my family and friends.
I serve my church. 
I serve my community. 
I serve my employer.
I serve my own interests.

But somehow, I don’t think that’s what you had in mind, is it, God?

When Joshua spoke those words, so long ago, words you gave him 
to speak,I think you meant something very different.

Whom shall I serve? 
I shall serve my God – 
YHWH 
Jehovah 
Adonai.

Whom shall I serve? 
I shall serve my God, 
the one who blessed me,
who blesses me still.
And in so serving, 

I return the blessing, tenfold.

Holy God, may I choose always to serve you, in everything I do, in 
everything I have, in everything I am. Amen.

Read Luke 1:26-38

The angelic call to Mary serves as her calling to us on our own 
spiritual journey.  She provides a temporary “home” in her body for 
God’s savior.  Though she is one woman, she is every person 
called of God to give birth in God’s new age.  Like Mary, we are 
also called out of our comfort zone to a new adventure.  The angel 
reassures Mary, “Do not be afraid!”  In your fear and trembling 
before God, God is with you and will bring something wonderful into 
your life.  Mary was willing to say “Yes!” to what is unexpected and 
apparently impossible.  She opens her will to God’s will, and 
miracles occur.

God, what do you want to do through me?

Hebrews 13:15-16

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect 
to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.

Sacrifice, shmacrifice! Seems like that’s all God and the church 
want of me – sacrifice! Everybody wants a piece of me. Everybody 
wants my money, my time, my talent. I feel as if I have nothing left 
to claim as mine. 
But, my beloved child, have you forgotten that everything you have 
and are, you’ve received from me?
Yeah, I know, that’s what I keep hearing. But I’m tired of it!
Have you forgotten that through my Son, Jesus, I made the 
greatest sacrifice of all? And still, I love the world.
You’ve got me there. I hadn’t thought of it in quite that way. Maybe 
there’s something more to this sacrifice idea, after all.

May I think of my life as a sacrifice of praise to you, Holy One, and 
so increase my faith and desire only to be pleasing to you. Amen.
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Luke 11:9-11

Ask and receive.
A snake or a fish?

Search and find.
A devastating diagnosis or healing?

Knock and be welcomed in.
To a prison or a home?

It depends on whom you ask,
where you search,
at which door you knock,

what you will receive, or find, or where you will enter.
Would I give my child a snake,

when she asks for a fish?
Of course not.
So it is with God,

our Heavenly Parent.
God gives us what is good,

what we need.
God is not a magician,

who waves a wand to change the course of life.
God is love.
No more, no less.
Just ask, and you will receive.

What do I ask of you, O God? Only that my heart be true, my faith 
be deepened, my will to serve be strengthened this and every day. 
Amen.

2 Corinthians 8:7-12

I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness 
of your love against the earnestness of others. For you know the 
generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 
become rich. And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is 
appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something 
but even to desire to do something — now finish doing it, so that 
your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your 
means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable 
according to what one has — not according to what one does not 
have.

Is there a perfectionist in you? Most of us have some part of us, at 
least, that needs perfection in our lives. Maybe it’s housekeeping, 
or exacting use of the English language, or how exceedingly well 
the car is maintained, or a strong work ethic. Have you ever 
thought about being a perfectionist for God? Being a perfectionist 
for God means simply this: loving God, and allowing God to lead 
you into a greater faithfulness, which in turn leads to a greater 
desire to serve. In this context, it may mean a better understanding 
of faithful stewardship, as well. But it all comes down to loving God.

Loving God, search me and know me, and know that I truly desire 
to be the best that I can be for you, and you alone. Amen.
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Read Mark 14:3

There has been much speculation about this woman. She was 
either wealthy, or a “working woman”, to waste such an expensive 
perfume on Jesus. Nard was probably meant to acknowledge the 
importance of the one wearing it - in this case, Jesus.
As a person of faith, what is the most precious thing you could give 
to God? Money? Serving on a community of the congregation? 
Answering a call to ordained ministry, as a deacon, elder, or 
minister? In the Bleak Midwinter, a Christmas carol written by 
Christina Rossetti in 1872, says it best - “What I can I give him: give 
my heart.”

God of all creation great and small, I may not have much to give 
you in the way of material things. But I give you the greatest 
treasure I have: I give you my heart. Amen.

Read Matthew 5:14-16

The early church often used the symbols of salt and light to indicate 
discipleship. Some congregations still do that today, placing a few 
grains of salt on a baptizand’s tongue, and holding a lit candle up 
so the baptizand, and all present, can see the light. When we are 
baptized, we are claimed as God’s own, and so bestowed with the 
joy and responsibility of being disciples. How do you live out this 
claim on your own life? Salt adds taste, and also acts as a 
preservative. Light helps us to see; lighthouses keep ships safe 
from crashing into the rocks. How are you salt and light to the 
world? 

Grant me the wisdom, the grace, and the courage, O God, to live 
out your claim upon me, so that I can be salt and light to the world. 
Amen.

Read 2 Corinthians 9:10-13

Some preachers teach what’s referred to as the Prosperity Gospel; 
they insist these words mean that the more you give, the more 
you’ll get. But true disciples don’t give to get; they aren’t in it for the 
money, nor to make their finances whole. Think about the needs of 
the saints. That speaks of shelter, sustenance, the basics. It 
doesn’t say one needs to own a 3000 sf home in the best part of 
town; it might mean a place to sleep at night that’s not on the 
streets. How might we live simply, that others may simply live? And 
who, after all, are the saints?

Gracious God, help me to recognize what are the true necessities 
in my life, so that I can be freed of the weight of always wanting 
more, and so be more faithful to you, serving your people with 
grace and love. Amen.

Read Mark 12:41-44

Here we have the famous passage in Mark, where Jesus 
comments on the giving of two individuals. When we read this story 
with our eyes closed and imagine the scene what do we see and 
hear? Who are the characters and what is Jesus saying about their 
actions? Most importantly, where do you find yourself in the story?

God, what do you want to do through me?

Mark 14:3

Notice the silence in the story. The voices in the story at first belong 
to the outraged and then the voice belongs to Christ. However the 
lady in the story never speaks, or does she? What is the lady 
saying with her silence?, her actions? Most importantly, what are 
the things we remain silent about? 

God, what do you want to do through me?
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Read Matthew 6:19-20

Treasure?
I have no treasure.
I have nothing worth anything.
So how is it, then,

that thieves, or moths, or rust
can consume that which I have not.

Treasure?
Indeed, I have no treasure.
All I have are my family,

my work,
such as it is,

my thoughts,
my time.

Oh, and my God.
Wait!
My God –

yes, my God
is my Treasure!

How did I not see that before?
The One who created me,

who created the worlds before me,
the sun, the moon, and the stars,
and all creatures who have ever moved on this earth –

That One is my Treasure!

Read Deuteronomy 8:18

When we think of wealth in our contemporary society what are 
some of the things that come to mind? Vacations, 401k, nice 
automobiles, a second home, college tuition, the latest technology, 
discretionary income . . . . What is the wealth the historian is writing 
about in this passage? Is it the fiscal wealth we attain or is it the 
wealth that exists in all of us as the children of God? Or, is it both? 
Where do we see the wealth in our lives? Most importantly, what 
are we supposed to do with that wealth?
God, what do you want to do through me?

Read John 15:12-17 

Jesus said many things to his followers.  The night before he died, 
he summed it all up in a few words.  From deep within his soul he 
told them “to love one another as I have loved you.” What more is 
needed?  Brian McLaren notes, “what other message could 
possibly change the world? Perhaps what is truly crazy is what we 
are doing instead - thinking that a little more hate can conquer hate, 
a little more war can cure war, a little more pride can overcome 
pride, a little more revenge can end revenge, a little more gold can 
cure greed, or a little more division can create cohesion." (We 
Make the Road By Walking, p. 123) Can you be a part of the 
solution to bring love to Asheville and together with other people, 
change Asheville?


God, what do you want to do through me?
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